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The project is composed by 8 Work Packages (WPs)

Objectives of WP7: Vaccine preventable diseases and 
migrant populations:

To assess access to immunization of migrant populations and 
immigrants

To collect data and exchange information on cases/outbreaks 
of VPDs in this target group

To provide an overview of existing programmes for monitoring 
and improving migrant populations’ immunisation coverage and 
formulate recommendations.
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... But also
To strength capacity building in participating countries for a 

better organization of the national immunization programme.

To ensure better possibility for early detection of regional 
health threats, related to VPD through the network of EpiSouth
epidemiologists
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Assessment of vaccine-preventable diseases 

and migrant populations in participating 

countries: immunization status and access 

• Online survey
• 22 participating EpiSouth Countries
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Definitions Adopted
•Migrant: person moving from one place of residence to another 

•International migrant: person who changes his or her country of usual residence 

•Nomad: Person without a fixed place of residence who moves from one site to another (internal or 

international migrant) 

•Mobile population: person moving form one place to another (including migrant and nomad) 

•Refugee: person granted refugee status either before arrival or upon arrival in the receiving country. 

Refugee status can be granted on the basis of the 1951 Convention and the 1967 Protocol relating to the 

Status of Refugees or pertinent regional instruments 

•Asylum: Asylum is a form of protection given by a State on its territory based on the principle of 

"nonrefoulement" and internationally and nationally recognized refugee rights. It is granted to a person who 

is unable to seek protection in its country of citizenship and /or residence in particular for fear of being 

persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of particular social group or political opinion 

•Based on: Recommendations on Statistics of International Migration, Revision 1 United Nations, New York, 
1998 http://unstats.un.org/unsd/publication/SeriesM/SeriesM_58rev1E.pdf
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Definitions Adopted
•Asylum seeker (refugee claimant): person whose application for asylum (under the 1951 Refugee 

Convention) is pending in the asylum procedure or who are otherwise registered as asylum-seekers 

•Seasonal Labour migration: is very common in agricultural cycles; it is arranged with farmers to provide the 

necessary help at the seasonal time, often with foreign nationals whose employment opportunities are more 

limited in their home areas 

•Legal immigrant: immigrant whose stay is legal in the hosted country 

•Illegal immigrant: immigrant whose stay is illegal in the hosted country 

•Visitors (from abroad to the country): Person admitted for short stays for purposes of leisure, recreation, 

holidays; visits to friends or relatives; business or professional activities not remunerated from within the 

receiving country; health treatment; or religious pilgrimages. Visitors include excursionists, tourists and 

business travelers. 

•Based on: Recommendations on Statistics of International Migration, Revision 1 United Nations, New York, 
1998 http://unstats.un.org/unsd/publication/SeriesM/SeriesM_58rev1E.pdf
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Survey in the EpiSouth Region

immunization program and it implementation

migrant population (type and size) 

monitoring and assessment of vaccination coverage

availability of specific programs aimed at ensuring high 
vaccination coverage in of migrant population

monitoring and surveillance of VPD in general and 
migrant populations
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Migration in the EpiSouth Region
21 Countries reported the presence of legal migrants, 11 of those 

indicated the most of them are tourists and short term visitors, and that 
students and worker immigrants constitute a negligible quota of legal 
migration.

The presence of illegal migrants was reported by 14 Countries.

12 countries reported the presence of nomadic populations that are 
traditionally found in Europe (Roma/Sinti) and 10 countries reported other 
country specific nomadic populations.
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Conclusions
Diversity in the context of immigration and in the level of integration of 

migrants.

Although in almost all EU and non-EU countries in the Balkan 
peninsula special approaches are introduced in order to reach the 
Roma/Sinti communities to guarantee access to immunization, different 
social, behavioral and traditional reasons lead to lack of acceptance.

Lack of specific monitoring leads to rough estimations of immunization 
coverage among migrant groups based on the general population 
coverage. This hinders evaluation of needs and assessment of the risk of 
VPD outbreaks.
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Further information
EpiSouth Assessment of Countries Migration Status Profile and Vaccination Access of Mobile 

Population http://www.episouth.org/outputs/wp7/WP7_9_Report_Assessment_Countries_Migration.pdf

EpiSouth Strategic Document on Vaccine Preventable Diseases and Migrant Population 
http://www.episouth.org/outputs/wp7/4_EpiSouth_Strategic_document_on_Vaccine.pdf

EpiSouth website relevant document 
section on Vaccinations and Vaccine 
Preventable Diseases 
http://www.episouth.org/relevant_links_
docs.html


